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EDITORIAL

The Joy of Discipleship
John M. Lody
The Holy Spirit is the one who
makes disciples, and He performs
this function according to the will of
the Father and the Son, in His own
way and timing. Real discipleship will
thus often seem like a slow process,
and for those who are in a hurry to see
results and growth, it may not seem
worth their time.
Classes, programs, retreats, and
other such solutions may promise
prompt results, and they have a valid
place in the process of discipleship,
but they are not where most real discipleship takes place. Most of the rewards of such programs will not last.
They tend to evaporate as normal
daily activities resume their former
priority.
But the power of a shared life is different. It is why people come to church
in the first place. They hunger for real
fellowship. They may initially feel
daunted by the prospect of making
new commitments that involve added
responsibilities, but they are attracted
by the prospect of new friends who
care about them and want to spend
time with them helping them in their
walk with Jesus.
When people join a church and
are formally welcomed as new family
members but are never actually treated like family members, discouragement and despair set in. If you are a
family member but never spend quality time with your family, you do not feel
like a real part of that family!
Friends and family are supposed
to spend time together—eating,
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playing, working, laughing, discussing, watching TV, going places, or
just sitting around and shooting the
breeze.
Through doing these things together, they learn about each other in real
ways. The masks we tend to wear for
worship and meetings are put aside,
and we become familiar with each other. We see each other’s best and worst
sides. We see each other’s gifts and
talents, as well as each other’s sins
and shortcomings. We learn about
opinions, attitudes, desires, dreams,
dislikes, hates, prejudices, problems—
things we would never know merely by
attending church together.
For example, if you never watch
football at Joe’s house, you may
never find out that Joe has a problem
with anger. You will never see that
when Joe’s team loses on Sunday
afternoon, he becomes bitter, angry,
and hostile.
Someday Joe may be asked to serve
as a deacon. If he does, the church
might discover that he often becomes
bitter, angry, and abusive when things
do not go his way. At this point, you
may wish you had taken time to watch
football at Joe’s house. It could have
made a difference!
By the same token, if you never
watch football at Bill’s house, you
may never know that Bill keeps it in
a balanced perspective. Bill makes
the game a family event. He takes
frequent breaks to help his wife with
chores and preparing the Sunday
meal. When Bill’s team loses, he is

positive and philosophical. It does not
ruin his day.
But because Bill is quiet and humble, you may never find this out.
While Joe (the angry deacon) causes
strife and trouble in the church, Bill
(humble and self-controlled) looks on
from the sidelines with sadness and
dismay. Could he have made a difference?
How can you know a person if you
do not share unguarded time with him?
How can you discern gifts if you are
never around when they are genuinely
exhibited? How can you help with sin
problems if you are never around to
see anyone sin?
This is so often the common experience of the modern church; you struggle to cajole people into being active
in ministry, accept whoever volunteers
for anything, and then deal with problems only when they reach critical proportions, hoping it is not too late to fix
them.
Is this how it is supposed to be?
No, but it is the price we pay for making time for everything except being
involved in each other’s lives. Is the
price of genuine involvement higher
than we are willing to pay?
To be involved, we must invest ourselves in another person: gain a friend,
help a brother (even sometimes cancel
a meeting or appointment to do so!),
chill out on a couch, maybe just have
pie and coffee with someone. But the
cost of not doing this is a church that
is loath to commit and a church management style that struggles from one
crisis to the next.
But the joy of discipleship is the
joy of love, friendship, brotherhood,
sharing, and seeing God work in your
own life and the life of another. It is
letting someone know that he or she
is worthwhile to you as an individual
human being.
The investment of yourself in the life
of another Christian will be honored by
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the Lord. How could investing yourself
in another soul you will spend eternity
with in heaven not be fruitful? You will
be doing what the Lord commanded
you to do: make disciples--really make
them, the way He Himself did while He
walked the earth!
Not everything will always be
smooth as you disciple people. Not
everyone you disciple will be suited to
ministry. But whatever the outcome of
a discipleship experience, you will always come through it with the knowledge that you now know someone
better than you ever could have otherwise.
It is precisely this sort of knowledge that you must have to adequately make decisions about the future
of the church and its leadership. It is
precisely this sort of experience that
is needed to enable Christians to live,
grow, and find their fullest potential in
the body of Christ. It is also precisely
this investment of your time that fulfills
Christ’s Great Commission. The joy of
discipleship is the joy of doing God’s
will!
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LESSON 1

DECEMBER 6, 2020

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
JOHN 1:15 John bare witness of
him, and cried, saying, This was he of
whom I spake, He that cometh after
me is preferred before me: for he was
before me.
16 And of his fulness have all
we received, and grace for grace.
17 For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ.
18 No man hath seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son, which
is in the bosom of the Father, he
hath declared him.
19 And this is the record of John,
when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
Who art thou?
20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not
the Christ.
21 And they asked him, What
then? Art thou Elias? And he saith,
I am not. Art thou that prophet? And
he answered, No.

22 Then said they unto him,
Who art thou? that we may give an
answer to them that sent us. What
sayest thou of thyself?
23 He said, I am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said
the prophet Esaias.
24 And they which were sent
were of the Pharisees.
25 And they asked him, and said
unto him, Why baptizest thou then,
if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias,
neither that prophet?
26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there
standeth one among you, whom
ye know not;
27 He it is, who coming after
me is preferred before me, whose
shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to
unloose.
28 These things were done in
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where
John was baptizing.

NOTES
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The Testimony of John
Lesson Text: John 1:15-28
Related Scriptures: Isaiah 40:3-5; John 3:22-30; 5:31-40;
Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:7-14
TIME: a.d. 26

PLACE: east of Jordan River

GOLDEN TEXT—“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18).

Lesson Exposition
God wanted us to have four different perspectives about His Son, so He
gave us four Gospels. John’s Gospel
contains much information not found
in any of the others. His purpose was
to present Jesus as the Son of God,
and it was intended to reach everyone
throughout the whole world.
JOHN’S WITNESS ABOUT JESUS—
John 1:15-18
One preferred over John (John
1:15-16). Leading up to the description of John the Baptist and his ministry is this statement, considered to
be one of the most important in all of
Scripture: “And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth” (vs. 14). An important
point in the ministry of John is that he
consistently deflected attention away
from himself and toward the Messiah.
His witness about Jesus was, “This
was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me:
for he was before me” (vs. 15). John
recognized that Jesus outranked him
in every way, including in His origins.
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Humanly speaking, John was born
first and Jesus later. But in reality, because Jesus is eternal, He existed as
the eternal Second Person of the Holy
Trinity long before John was born.
The words translated “preferred
before” mean “to have existed prior
to,” and indicates superiority in every
way. In New Testament society, the
older of two or more persons would
normally be given priority status, but
John was indicating that greater honor should go to Jesus than to himself.
The main reason for this was the truth
that Jesus is the fullness of God, being the embodiment of the unseen
God in every way (cf. Col. 1:15, 19;
2:9). John even implied that Jesus’
existence among them had given
them the privilege of actually seeing
God (John 1:18)!
Jesus came “full of grace and truth”
(vs. 14) and was a living manifestation
of God on earth. He is the source of
“grace for grace” (vs. 16), in other
words, blessing upon blessing, one
after another. It is through Him that
we still receive, as the people in His
day did, one gracious blessing after
another in our lives.
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