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Is there something you always for-
get? Maybe it is where you put your 
keys, your phone, or your glasses. 
Maybe it is turning the lights off when 
you leave a room or flossing your teeth 
before you go to bed. Thankfully, none 
of these lapses are life-threatening. 
But there is one very important thing 
every believer needs to be reminded 
of, no matter our age or spiritual matu-
rity—the gospel. 

The fascinating thing about the 
gospel is that it can be summarized 
in just a few sentences (I Cor. 15:3-
4), yet it is not a simple message. 
Believers spend their whole lives 
searching the depths of God’s wis-
dom, grace, and love (Eph. 3:18). In 
fact, God used the whole Bible to 
elaborate on the gospel, giving us 
prophecies, promises, and arche-
types of our Saviour. 

In the book of Romans, Paul notes 
the most basic aspects of the gospel 
by laying the groundwork and giving 
the good news: We are all sinners 
who deserve God’s wrath. Christ, our 
righteous Saviour, died for our sins, 
taking our punishment upon Himself 
and giving us His righteousness. Je-
sus rose again three days later. And 
if we trust in His work by faith alone, 
we will be justified before God. But 
Paul does not stop there. He elab-
orates on the implications of this 
news.

Accepting the gospel is not just 
a ticket to heaven. Once you have 
been called by God, you will be jus-
tified, sanctified, and glorified (Rom. 
8:30). You have been brought from 
death to life, and this will transform 

your heart, initiating you into a life 
of service, sanctification, and spir-
itual knowledge. It changes your 
whole view of the world and should 
affect your everyday living. Our 
theology (the study of God) gives 
purpose and direction to our ev-
ery action. Paul gives us a full pic-
ture of God’s transformative power 
as he reminds the Roman believers  
of this.

Something that Paul focuses on in 
Romans (mainly in lessons 4 through 6 
and 11) is the idea that we receive the 
gospel “by faith.” When we do not feel 
that the gospel is true, this does not 
mean that the message has changed. 
It is our faith that has wavered. But 
praise God that being justified by faith 
does not mean that our salvation is de-
pendent upon the steadfastness of our 
faith. It is dependent on Christ’s work 
on the cross, which He completely fin-
ished on our behalf. 

Most inconsistencies in the life of a 
Christian arise from a misunderstand-
ing of some aspect of the gospel. A 
person might understand that he is 
saved by grace through faith in the 
work of Jesus, but he may not under-
stand (or at least fully grasp) what he 
was saved from or the depths of his 
utter depravity. A person may feel the 
heavy weight of his or her sin but not 
realize the extent of the mercy and for-
giveness found in Christ. For the gos-
pel to work its full power in our lives, it 
must be accepted and meditated on 
in its entirety.

Another problem that arises from a 
partial-gospel view is antinomianism 
(literally, “anti-law”). Christians be-
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come so focused on God’s abundant 
mercy that they belittle the serious-
ness of their sin and wrongly take ad-
vantage of God’s grace. In Romans 6, 
Paul explains that believers in Jesus 
are dead to sin and should no longer 
live in bondage to it. We must grow in 
the righteousness of our new Master, 
Jesus Christ. 

The opposite extreme of anti-
nomianism is fearful living. Paul is 
adamant that God’s election of His 
people is not dependent on our be-
haviors. Therefore, we need not live 
life in fear. He encourages believ-
ers, telling them that they are more 
than conquerors through Christ and 
that nothing can separate them from 
God’s love once they have trusted in 
Jesus.

The doctrine of election, however, 
leaves some people confused about 
why they should evangelize. There 
are some who think election dismiss-
es our responsibility to spread the 
gospel. God has all the power, so why 
does He need us? But for his final 
point, aptly following his discussion 
of election, Paul leaves us to consid-
er our role in perpetuating the gospel 
message. He makes the case that 
Christ is Lord of all, and the whole 
world must be reached. He empha-
sizes that we are tools that God uses 
to bring about His purposes. We 
see this truth modeled in Paul as he 
passionately longs to preaching the  
gospel to the world.

An underlying theme in Romans is 
the tension between different kinds 
of people in the body of Christ, 
namely, Jews and Gentiles. The Ro-
man church was a mix of the two, 
and for groups of people who did 
not have a history of getting along, 
their unity in Christ was a huge step. 
Paul emphasizes that we are all un-
der the same judgment and need the 
same gospel. This is extremely ap-
plicable to evangelism. We probably 

do not judge others based on race, 
but what about denomination, or ed-
ucation level, or wealth? Is someone 
ever too wealthy or too poor for the 
gospel? Of course not! But we draw 
prideful, arbitrary dividing lines all 
the time.

So which aspect of the gospel do 
you forget? Is there an area you have 
been ignoring because you just can-
not completely trust it? The implica-
tions of the gospel message should 
penetrate your every thought and 
action. As you can see, the Roman 
church needed many reminders—and 
so do we.

As you hear what Paul has to say 
in these lessons this quarter, please 
stay alert to those aspects of the 
gospel that may have been neglect-
ed in your life. Don’t let laziness or 
stubbornness quell the Spirit’s work. 
Let it saturate your every thought, 
word, and deed “that ye might walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God” 
(Col. 1:10).
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NOTES

ROM. 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom 
I serve with my spirit in the gospel 
of his Son, that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers;

10 Making request, if by any 
means now at length I might have 
a prosperous journey by the will of 
God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I 
may impart unto you some spiri-
tual gift, to the end ye may be es-
tablished;

12 That is, that I may be comfort-
ed together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ig-

norant, brethren, that oftentimes I 
purposed to come unto you, (but 
was let hitherto,) that I might have 
some fruit among you also, even 
as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, 
and to the Barbarians; both to the 
wise, and to the unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteous-
ness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith.

LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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Lesson Exposition
Of all the epistles of the Apostle Paul, 

Romans is considered the weightiest. 
It sets forth the gospel Paul preached 
in a clear and systematic manner.

PRAYERS OFFERED—Rom. 1:8-10
Faith proclaimed (Rom. 1:8). From 

what we know of ancient letter writing, 
Paul’s format is typical of other writ-
ings of the day. A letter writer would 
usually begin by identifying himself, 
after which it was common to offer 
some word of thanks before getting 
into the main body of the letter.

The first thing that Paul gave thanks 
for was the very presence of a church 
in the city of Rome. That such a strong 
congregation was located in the impe-
rial city was not only remarkable but 
would prove strategic in the spread 
of the gospel. Living in the shadow of 
Roman authority was a challenge, to 
say the least.

At this early stage of Christian histo-
ry, followers of Christ were seen as a 
Jewish sect. As time went on, howev-
er, believers were viewed as a threat to 
Rome and suffered intense persecution 

at the hands of the Roman govern-
ment. But in spite of these challenges, 
the faith of the Roman saints was “spo-
ken of throughout the whole world” (vs. 
8). Considering the fact that Christ’s 
death and resurrection had occurred 
only a bit over twenty-five years previ-
ous makes this even more remarkable.

Frequent prayers (Rom. 1:9-10). In 
addition to thanking God for the faith 
of the Roman believers, Paul also in-
terceded regularly on their behalf. 

Concerning the content of his prayers, 
Paul petitioned the Lord about the pos-
sibility of a visit to Rome. This means 
that he gave forethought to planning  
his missionary endeavors while also 
recognizing that God’s will must be his 
first priority (cf. Jas. 4:13-15).

As some of us have discovered, 
God may not answer our prayers in the 
way we expect. Paul would eventually 
make it to Rome, but not in the way 
he had expected. It would be sever-
al years before he arrived in the city, 
and that would happen as the result 
of a false accusation in Jerusalem, his 
subsequent arrest, several hearings, 

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17 

Related Scriptures: I Thessalonians 1:1-4; I Corinthians 1:18-24;  
Galatians 3:10-14

TIME: a.d. 56 PLACE: from Corinth

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16).
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